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 What is the phonics screening check? 

The phonics screening check is a short assessment to confirm whether 
individual children have learnt phonic decoding. The checks consist of 
40 words and non-words that your child will be asked to read one-
on-one with a teacher. 

 
 

When does it happen? 
Schools will be able to administer the check at any time that suits 
them during the week starting the 6th June 2022 
 
 

How long does the check take? 
Every child is different, but most children take between four and nine 
minutes to complete the assessment. 

 
 

What are ‘non-words?’ 
The check will contain a mix of real words and ‘nonsense words’. We use 
‘nonsense words/alien words’ when we teach phonics, so your child 
should be familiar with the concept. ‘Nonsense words’ are important 
because ‘words’ such as ‘vap’ or ‘jound’ are new to all children. Children 
cannot read the nonsense words by using their memory or vocabulary, 
they have to use their decoding skills. This is a fair way to assess their 
ability to decode. 

 
 

What is the pass mark? 
The threshold has been 32 words out of 40. The pass mark for 2020 
is unknown to teachers and will be revealed after the screening check 
in June. 

 
 

What happens if a child does not meet the standard? 
The screening check will identify children who have phonic decoding 
skills below the level expected for the end of Year 1 and who therefore 
need extra help. Schools will be expected to provide extra help and 
children will then be able to retake the 
assessment in Year 2. 
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Phonics play has a great 
reading game called ‘Pirate 
Treasure’ and ‘Obb and 
Bob’ 

 

 


