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Objectives
• To explain how the Read Write Inc phonics programme works

• To share the stages of Reading/Phonics and the vocabulary we use

• To model the support you can give at each stage of reading

• To suggest activities you can take away to follow at home 

• To share  what happens in Year 1 and the Phonics Screening Test

• To answer any questions



https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/nvYhySES/sVVdR
868

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/nvYhySES/sVVdR868




What is Read Write Inc?

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/UXhfanCl/T6jpsp
aG

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/UXhfanCl/T6jpspaG


In Reception class, children are initially taught phonics 
as a whole class for the first few weeks. 

After this time they are carefully assessed by the Reading 
Leader in school and placed in groups according to the sounds 
they know and whether or not they are able to blend these 
sounds to make words.



Throughout Reception and KS1, all 
children are assessed each half term to 
chart their progress on the scheme and to 
ascertain which group they need to work 
in. 

In year 1 and 2, children are grouped by 
ability not age ensuring that all children 
receive the support they need.



The programme begins with set 1 
sounds.
These cover the alphabet and a 
few ‘special friends’ which are 
two letters which make one 
sound.



When two or more letters/graphemes make 
a sound, the RWI programme calls them
“special friends”.



When two letters make a sound but are separated 
by another letter, we call it a split-diagraph.
Example- make 



Whenever we are teaching
phonics, we need to make
sure we are using ‘pure sounds’.

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/GM9fiEYv/Cbo5
dYrQ

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/GM9fiEYv/Cbo5dYrQ


Now it’s your 
turn to try a 
speed sound 
session! 

Phonics lessons begin with 
speed sounds. Children learn a 
new sound every day and 
practise reading previously 
taught sounds speedily.



Fred Talk Oral Blending
Using the sounds
Next your child will be taught to ‘FRED talk’ and blend together the sounds 
in a word.
For example in ‘cat’ your child would say the individual letter sound 
(Phonemes) and then blend the sounds to pronounce the word.
c – a – t ------ cat    Phonemes - sounds
sh-o-p  ---- shop Digraphs – double-letter sounds. We call these ‘special
friends’.
L- igh- t ----- light   Trigraphs- triple-letter sounds. We call these ‘special
friends’.
A Phoneme is the sound a letter or letter group makes.  
A grapheme is the way it is recorded.



Word Time

In this part of the session, they learn to decode simple words - sounding 
out then blending together.

Let’s have a go!



0

Story book time
In Reception, your child will begin to read words in ‘Blending 
books’-

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/YH0gvzx9/INqaFDDH

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/YH0gvzx9/INqaFDDH


Story book time
Following blending books, children move on to 
reading short ditties and then on to the coloured
story books.

Before they read the books, we teach the ‘green’ 
words which are in the book. These are the words 
which can be ‘Fred Talked’.

We also teach the words we call ‘red words’. These 
are the words which do not conform to the normal 
spelling rules - words like ‘said’.



Partner Work
Once children have practiced the words, they share a book 
with their ‘reading partner’ and take it in turns to read a 
page each. The teacher then listens in and supports where 
required.



Home Reading Books

Once the children have read a book for a whole week in class, they will
then take a ‘Book Bag Book’ home which contains the same words. 

Your child should be able to read this book with fluency because we 
have already taught the words in school. It does not mean the book 
is too easy. The idea with home reading is now to build confidence
and also develop the ‘readers voice’, which means to read the story 
with expression.

In the next few weeks, the children will begin to bring two books home. 
One will be a black and white copy of the class text. 



How to support reading at 
home

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/CLa0Qinx/ZcYFi0Vz

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/CLa0Qinx/ZcYFi0Vz


Reading to your child
Alongside their RWI book, your child will be bringing home a 

library book for you to share with them.

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/PjQqLUv2/4N5XBCVs

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/PjQqLUv2/4N5XBCVs


Phonic Screening Check 
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/RqWyHi67/Xmp
D2FAq

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/RqWyHi67/XmpD2FAq


Phonics clips on Tapestry

Please keep an eye on Tapestry as we will be loading lots
of interactive phonics videos to enable your child to practice 
their sounds and word decoding at home.


